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Mantaraya Lodge is located at the Machalilla National Park in the Province of Manabi, 15 minutes drive from Puerto Lopez. Its construction is a Mediterranean style. 

The rooms are very ample and have either a balcony or terrace with a hammock, fan, as no air conditioning needed due to its size, private bath with hot water.  

Facilities and Services:

Passengers can enjoy the swimming pool and taste Ecuadorian and international food at the restaurant. There is also a living room with cable television.  
ITINERARY 
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DAY 01: 

Start of the tour in Manta in the early morning and immediate transfer to Machalilla National Park (two hours drive). Accommodations at Mantaraya Lodge. Lunch. In the afternoon visit to Salango Museum. Return to the hotel, briefing, dinner and overnight. (L,D)
DAY 02:  

Breakfast. Full day visit to La Plata Island. Walk on trails. Box lunch. Swimming and snorkeling. Sail back to Puerto López. Return to the hotel, briefing, dinner and overnight. (B, L, D)
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DAY 03: 
Breakfast. Visit to the Archaeological Museum in Situ of Agua Blanca. Lunch. Visit to Los Frailes Beach (snorkel). Return to the hotel, briefing, dinner and overnight. (B, L , D)
DAY 04:  

After breakfast, visit to Ayampe River Rain Forest. Lunch and early departure to the south driving on the “Sun Route” to Salinas, a popular touristic town among Ecuadorians. Short break in Salinas and then trip to Guayaquil. Overnight Hotel Oro Verde.  (B, )
DAY 05:  

After breakfast, City Tour in Guayaquil visiting the most interesting places of the city like Malecón . Also visit of the Historic Parc which is related to the preservation of nature and architecture. Here you will learn a lot of the past of Guayas Province. Transfer to the airport to take a flight to Quito. End of the tour.   (B)

PROGRAM “BEAUTY OF THE COAST” 5 DAYS / 4 NIGHTS
RATES PER PERSON IN US DOLLARS

	
	2 PAX
	3-4 PAX
	5-9 PAX
	

	USD
	908
	813
	755
	


* Supplement for single room: USD 189
THE PROGRAM INCLUDES:

· Land transportation from Manta and to Guayaquil
· Naturalist English/Spanish speaking guide
· Visits according to the itinerary
· Accommodation in the mentioned hotels
· Meals as mentioned in the program
· Trip to Isla de la Plata 
· Hotel taxes
NOT INCLUDED:

· Air ticket Quito/ Manta  (ca. USD 78) neither Guayaquil/ Quito (ca. USD 80)
· Alcoholic and non alcoholic drinks 

· Machalilla National Park entrance fee USD 2.00
· Personal expenses

· Tips

· Internacional departure fee 
FURTHER INFORMATION
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La Plata Island, which is physically and biologically very similar to the Galapagos, as several books have described it. It is the only place in the world, besides the Galapagos, where Waved Albatrosses nest (April to November). Other birds also nest here, such as the red billed tropic bird and the largest colony of frigate birds. In addition, the waters around the La Plata Island are a playground for more than eleven different species of marine mammals, including a small colony of sea lions. 

The coral reef around the La Plata Island and on the adjacent coast is the only coral reef of the mainland Ecuador. This coral reef can be explored with scuba or snorkel gear. A spectacular biodiversity of underwater marine life exists because the Humboldt current flowing from the south meets the northbound warm El Niño current.
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The Machalilla National Park is one of the most outstanding examples of Tropical Dry Forest that exists on the Ecuadorian central coast. Established in 1979 and occupying more than 35.000 hectares, this special forest of Cretaceous origin (100 million years) is distinguished by the abundant number of species which have adapted to the high temperatures and low precipitation. Cactus, ceibos, carob and a species of terrestrial bromeliad are found along the seemingly dry, narrow river valleys their growth enabled by its high humidity level, attracting a great number of birds and giving it a truly oasis appearance amidst arid surroundings.

The Machalilla National Park supports insular ecosystem as well, found on La Plata and Salango Islands. The first of the sea birds nested and made colonies here alongside sea lions, reminding one of the Galapagos Islands.

[image: image6.jpg]


Apart from the outstanding flora and fauna found here, and as a perfect complement to the Machalilla National Park, is its possession of one of the most significant archaeological sites that the culture maintains up to present days. Here the remains of an ancient occupation of more than 26.000 years ago have been found and restored. This extensive and persistent scientific activity has brought about the excavation of many monuments and artefacts, such as the discovery of “Balsa” rafts the coastal people used for trading along the great distances of the Pacific coast. These ancestors have left their fingerprints in the present populations of  La Pila and Montecristi in form of beautiful worked weavings with vegetable fibbers and ceramics which are exhibited in two interesting local museums.
